Even new, modern homes

should have CO detectors

0. We have a newer home witha

gas furnace, water heater and
range. A nearby family was al-
most killed from carbon monox-
ide (CO) poisoning. Are we at
risk with new appliances? What
home CO detectors are avail-
able?

Although the chances of expe-
riencing a problem with CO poi-
soning are not great with newer
gas heating appliances, there cer-
tainly still is a risk. A flue can get
clogged by an animal or debris or
the appliance many just malfunc-
tion. Definitely install several
home-type CO detector/alarms.

Your gas range is much less
likely to create CO gas because it
uses an open flame with plenty of
oxygen available.

Never use a gas range or oven
to help heat your home, though,
even during an emergency. In a
newer airtight home, the flame
can lower oxygen levels in the air
and then CO gas can begin to
form.

CO gas is a “silent” killer (odor-
less, tasteless) that often occurs at
night while people sleep. Its
symptoms at low concentrations
(headache, watery eyes, nausea,
sleepiness) mimic the common
cold or the flu. Without a CO de-
tector, your family may be slowly
getting poisoned at home.

There are many designs of CO
detectors available for home use.

Some are battery-operated,
some are plugged into a wall out-
let and others are simple tablets
that change color in the presence
of CO gas. Some full-featured CO
detectors start at only $25.

It is a good idea to locate a CO
detector in several areas of your
house because each detector is
typically only effective for the
room where it is located. As a
minimum, put one in the master
bedroom so the parents will be
alerted first and one in the utility
room or the area that holds the
furnace and water heater.
~ One convenient CO detector is
built into a clock radio for a bed-
room. When CO is detected, a
loud alarm beeps four times fol-
lowed by a voice message to leave
the room. This repeats every six
seconds. There also is a flashing
red LED warning display for the
hard of hearing,
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fective and can also store the his-
tory of the CO gas levels in mem-
ory. If the alarm sounds, the fire
department can access the recent
CO concentration history in your
home to help diagnose the source
and determine the length of your
exposure to the deadly gas.

Two-stage CO detectors pro-
vide a warning signal at low CO
concentrations and the full alarm
at dangerous levels. A flashing
light or audible tone alerts you to
a possible CO problem before the
level gets too high.

Some electronic CO detectors
allow you to use your TV remote
control to start a self-diagnostic
test. Use it regularly to make sure
the detector is functioning pro-
perly.

Write for Update Bulletin No.
503, a buyer’s guide of eight CO
detector/alarms and tablet manu-
facturers (32 models) listing num-
ber of stages, alarm type, warran-

warning symptoms.
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