Experls agroe that making 8 move can be a collaborative
family andeavor that has a positve impact on hoe
averyone, cspocially children, fesd about il Whan
everyone feals informed, consulted and considered,
averylhng gocs smoothar.

BFFOR DUR :

BEFORE THE MOVE:

GIVING EVERYONE SOME SAY IN THE
NEW HOME

If possible, laka he kids aleng when house-hunting.
The more input thay have in choosing a new home,
the mare comiortable theyra likely Lo De there.

+ Lat tha kids visil homes in the prospective
community via virtual tour on the Web, Ask
them to compile a top five or top ten lisl of
features they'd like in Lheir now home,

Onee you'va narrowed your search, take photos
of the inside and putside and lel the childran
weigh in on what they like and dislike. Oncs
you've made A choice, keep pholos of the now
house an the fridge or in the family room.

Inwite your children to start thinking aboul ther
naw bedrooms, perhapgs cven planning potential
colors for the walls and haw the furniture might
ba arrangead.

Challenge alder children to get anline to
irvestigate the naw communily and become
lhe cxperts on their new neighborhood, town
ar aity.
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Real Estate for Your KEGS’WDFId

By encouraging and respecting children's ideas and
contributions, you can communicate that this is their
mowve too. This page highlights tips on getiing the kids
involved evary stap of the way, Delaited tips fill the rest
af this booklet

DURING THE MOVE:
PITCHING IN WITH PACKING

Irvohve your kids in the packing procass wilh lhese
suggestions:

Lat children sort toys ar clolhes and dacda what
they want 1o keep and what they would be willing
ta part with.

Ak older chiddren 1o take charge of packing up
their cwn bedrooms.

Ask younger chikiran o parsonakza tha boxes
containing their belongings by decorating them.

Aszsign everyone a specific job (or two) to help

AFTER
THE MOVE:

MAKING TIME FOR FAMILY OUTINGS

Onea you ariva, don'l be all work! Take a break for family
outings that will help your children and you gat to know
YOUr Noswy community. For & family walking (or driving) tour
of your new neighborhocod, print cut the Scavenger Hunt
on waww. C21SmoolhMowes.oom.

For more information please visit www.C21smoothmoves.com




HOW TO TALK WITH KIDS

TELLING YOUR CHILDREN
ABOUT THE MOVE

+ Tedl them as soon as possible.

= Be positive about the move.

= Welcome their questions.

* Let them know how they can heip.

A move ik ong of life's adveniures, Most kids have
same - or a lol—of “nalurl explonar” in them.
Appeal 10 that explorer sade and youll halp them
harve fun n the process.

TELLING YOUNGER CHILDREN
ABOUT A MOVE

+ Explain why you are moving.

+ Show maps and pictures of the
new place.

Describe good things in store for them.

Reassure them of the important things
that will stay the same, like the tamily.

The rule of thumb is, the younger the child, the sascr it is
10 acoepl a mowe. For preschockers and young sahocs-
age childnen_ tamily is the cenler of their iives. Theyll be
Curionss, and they may idve conoems. Be prepantd 10
arswer Mty Questions lrom this age groun.

TELLING YOUNG TEENS AND TEENS
ABOUT A MOVE

. ﬁ-uuﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ-ﬂh
the ides and 1o pian.

= Be open and honest sbout wiy you
are moving.
* Highlight benefits for them in the
Pew place.
= Share move plans and timetable.

Soma young teens and teens will be thrilled al the idea of
mowing and the news will De mel with sgqueals of delight
Howewesr, a Move is 0fen Eroes: on young adokescen]
and egnage children. Al this age their riends am wially
important. A& mive maans giving up these frendships and
having 1o form new ongs, And since fitling inis & prime
concern of this age, they worry about whal kads ane like
wheng they'™ moving. Be =re 10 be aware of those
CONCEMS.







